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Principal’s Message…   

         

     Keeping students safe in classrooms and school buildings has always been a top 
priority for the district. This school year, the district has taken a different approach to 
school safety than in years past, with the adoption of the highly successful ALICE pro-
gram. 

      ALICE, an acronym for Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate, is a proac-
tive response initiative to handle violent threats in public places, like school buildings. 
ALICE is a highly successful nationwide program that has been introduced in all 50 
states, with over one million individuals trained. 

       One of the most important aspects of ALICE is the ability to provide options for indi-
viduals. While no single response method will fit a threat of violence, ALICE provides 
key information and resources to those who may find themselves in harms way. 

      Parma City School District’s ALICE training is funded through a $57,000 grant pro-
vided by the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. On November 6, 2018, PCSD staff mem-
bers from throughout the district received initial training on ALICE during an in-service 
day. 

      In mid-January, 50 staff members, including each building principal along with indi-
vidual building representatives, received in-depth training on the program. The goal is to 
have these 50 individuals become trainers, to then train all staff members throughout 
the district. In addition, on March 15, 2019 staff members will be required to engage in a 
45 minute online training session. 

      An obvious component of ALICE is also training students. With money left over from 
the initial grant, the district will purchase educational materials for students. One exam-
ple given on the ALICE website is an age-appropriate book entitled “I’m Not Scared, I’m 
Prepared”, highlighting how students can protect themselves. Then, on April 2, all 
schools across the district will implement an “enhanced lockdown”, incorporating ALICE 
concepts into drills so that students can practice the newly adopted forms of response 
to an emergency.  

       Please take the time to talk about ALICE with your child(ren) so that they under-
stand the mission of the program is to prepare them in case of extreme danger. If you 
have any questions about ALICE, please contact me.  

 

Have a safe and relaxing break. 

 

Jill Schissler 

Principal Greenbriar Middle School  

     

         

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Disability Awareness Fair  

 

 

On January 29th, Terri Matelski, Intervention Specialist and Student Council Adviser, along with Stu-
dent Council hosted a Disability Awareness Fair during lunch periods. There were 8 different stations 
for students and staff to learn more about a type of disability. Stations included learning disability, 
speech and language disability, visual impairment, fine motor disability  and hearing impairment. It 
was very interesting to put yourself in someone 
else's shoes even if for just a few minutes.   

 

The Disability Awareness Fair was given an “A Plus” 
and featured on the WVIZ Ideastream News Depth 
program . To read all about it and view a short vid-
eo, go to https://www.ideastream.org/programs/
newsdepth/newsdepth-2018-2019-episode-18  

 

https://www.ideastream.org/programs/newsdepth/newsdepth-2018-2019-episode-18
https://www.ideastream.org/programs/newsdepth/newsdepth-2018-2019-episode-18


 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 7th and 8th Grade Girls’ Basketball Teams wrapped up their seasons by partici-
pating in their respective Great Lakes Conference Tournaments.  Both teams 
fought hard but came up short and lost in the opening round.  Congratulations on 
your season girls! 

 

 

 

The Boys’ and Girls’ Track Seasons are under way.  The teams have been working 
hard since March 4th preparing for their first meet.  Both teams open up their season 
on April 9th against Hillside and Medina Claggett.  The girls will be at Medina Clag-
gett at 4:30 PM while the boys will be at Byers Field at 4:30 PM.  Good Luck to both 
teams this season!! 

 

 

*If you have a child that will be in the 7th or 8th Grade for the 2019-20 school year, and is interested in 
playing sports, there will be an important informational meeting coming in April at 6:30 PM in 
the cafeteria at Greenbriar.  We will discuss all necessary information to participation, transition 
for the 8th graders and a fundraising opportunity.  More information and the specific date of the meet-
ing will come at a later time.  Any questions, email porachj@parmacityschools.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MR. PORACH 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR  

ATHLETICS  

mailto:porachj@parmacityschools.org


 

Growth Mindset Wall of Inspiration  

 

This year the 7th grade has been challenged to not only come to school with a growth mindset 
but to also help inspire their peers every day.  The Growth Mindset Wall of Inspiration was 
started to do just that.  The 7th graders submit their most inspiring growth mindset quotes and 
a winner is drawn every month and their quote is displayed on the wall.  

 

The winner for March is Kaylee Kramer. Congratulations Kaylee!  



 

 

 

 

 

Eager Greenbriar Mathematicians + Tournament = The Perfect Challenge! 

 

Coach Sara Good is proud to report that on Saturday, February 23, 2019, over 1,500 fifth and sixth 

graders took part in the GCCTM Problem Solving Tournament at eighteen sites across the Greater 

Cleveland area. Sixteen of those students proudly represented Greenbriar Middle School at Ho-

ly Name High School, the largest host site of the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenbriar fifth graders formed four teams to compete in four events that required teamwork and 

perseverance. (Back row, left to right: Michael Herz, Spencer Stephan, Jayahna Jones, Bryton Kite; 

Middle row, left to right: Sadie Garcia, Sophia Genco, Alyssa Larimer, Haley Jalovec, Payton Re-

vilock, Nola Tomcho; Front Row, left to right:  Amani Williams, Owen George, Bo Barney, Evan 

Tappe, Jeromy Keger, William Novicky; (not pictured) Mikayla Hoang) 

 

These brilliant mathematicians, under the guidance of their STEM teacher Sara Good and fifth 

grade teacher Martha Panek, meet weekly during their lunchtime to prepare.  They solved a range 

of problems in the Problem Solving, Mental Math Nimble Number Line, Team Construction and 

Pile of 10 events.  All had fun meeting the challenge, and even earned Champion and Rising Star 

awards for their efforts and talents.  When asked if they want to continue working with challenging 

math tasks, they all responded with an eager “Yes!” 



 
 

 

Mrs. Mary Cipollone, House 7W Language Arts, reports that students in her class finished read-
ing the timeless novel, The Outsiders.  Before reading, they researched the 60’s and presented 
their findings to their peers. They enjoyed reading about the Greasers and the Socs rivalry, and 
then compared the novel to the film version on our third quarter reward party.  

 



 

 

Lunch with the Principal  

 

Each quarter, one student is chosen from each grade to be recognized for their outstanding “Growth 

Mindset”. The student is invited to join Principal Schissler for a pizza  & salad lunch to celebrate 

their achievements. This quarter’s participants are:  

 

Sophia Genco (middle) 5th Grade: Sophia rises to every 

challenge we present to her with the mindset that she will 

learn and master something new. She supports learners 

around her by teaching them when they don’t understand. 

Finally, best of all, she is an advocate  for her learning! 

 

Sameera Deokarran (right) 6th Grade: Sameera is a won-

derful person. She can work with any group in which she is 

placed. She is a natural leader. As a student she is amazing! 

She works very hard, never falling short. Her work is al-

ways completed and perfect. Such an outstanding child .   

 

Isabella Durkalec (left) 7th Grade: Isabella demonstrates 

what it means to be a Greenbriar Yeoman. She works very hard and has overcome obstacles this 

year. She demonstrates Growth Mindset qualities by never giving up and learning from her experi-

ences.  

 

Honorable Mentions: 

 

     Katy Lee    Ziana Frincu  

    Chase Stanek    Rahma Al-Hajjeh 

    Maddy Loepp    Kaitlyn Kelley 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

Attention All Students in Grades 3rd through 6th: The Parma City School District in collabo-

ration with the Career and Technical Education Department will be hosting the First Annual Young 

Entrepreneurs Day Event sponsored by University Hospitals Parma Medical Campus! This is an indi-

vidual event where students will have the opportunity to create their own business ideas and compete 

for cash and prizes.  

 

How Does It Work? Students will work through the online curriculum that is available online at 

www.cbsconnects.org and can be accessed by clicking on the Young Entrepreneurs Day button. Stu-

dents will complete the 7 online modules available to them, during the online modules students will 

learn about the following topics:  

Becoming an Entrepreneur  

Brainstorming Business Ideas  

Creating a Business Name  

Creating a Marketing Plan  

Creating a Budget Plan  

Students will then create a business board that they will present to our judges at our Young Entrepre-

neurs Day Event on Saturday, April 6, 2019 at Normandy High School.  

 

Who Can Participate? All students in grades 3rd through 6th enrolled in a Parma City School   

District Elementary School or Middle School are eligible to participate.  

 

How Do I Register? You can register for the event by completing the Intent to Participate Form at 

www.cbsconnects.org under the Young Entrepreneurs Day button.  

 

Young Entrepreneur’s Day Judged Event  

Saturday, April 6, 2019  

Normandy High School  

 

Judged Event Agenda:  

9:30AM to 10:00AM - Registration/Booth Set-up/Breakfast  

10:00AM to 11:00AM – Judging  

11:00AM to 11:30AM - Entrepreneurship Presentation in Auditorium  

11:30AM to 12:00PM - Awards Ceremony in Auditorium  


